E. The Location of the Problem


Cities with Combined & Sanitary Sewer Systems
Combined Sewers: Combined sewer systems carry both stormwater and raw sewage in the same pipes. During wet weather, the combined volume of wastewater and storm water runoff entering the sewer system often exceeds the sewer’s carrying capacity. When this happens, such systems are designed to overflow into rivers, streams, estuaries, and coastal waters. Combined sewer systems serve roughly 770 communities containing about 40 million people, according to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Most communities with combined sewer systems are located in the Northeast and Great Lakes regions and in the Pacific Northwest.
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Sanitary Sewers: Sanitary sewer systems serve municipalities in all 50 states. The map below shows approximately 75 percent of the sanitary sewer systems, where location data were available from U.S. EPA. 
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Source: U.S. EPA Report to Congress: Impacts and Control of CSOs and SSOs, August 2004
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