
West Creek Watershed
Restoration Project

Collaborating A Balance Between 
Ecological Restoration and 

Economic Development

Dave Anthony – Wade Trim

Mark Link – Northeast Ohio Regional Sewer District



West Creek Ecological Restoration

1. West Creek Watershed History

2. Funding

3. Restoration Project Sites

4. Restoration Goals

5. Design Process

6. Project Constraints

7. Partnerships

8. The Confluence Site



West Creek Watershed History

 Tributary of the 
Cuyahoga River

 14 square miles 
9 miles

 Parma

Seven Hills

Brooklyn Heights

Independence http://www.westcreek.org

http://www.westcreek.org/


West Creek Watershed History

 WCPC founded 
in 1997

 West Creek 
Preserve and 
Greenway, a 
500-acre 
natural park

 Focus on 
conservation 
and restoration

http://www.westcreek.org

http://www.westcreek.org/


West Creek Restoration Funding

 WRRSP link to WPCLF

 Ecological Restoration

 Use the loan interest



West Creek Restoration Funding

 An Infrastructure / Ecological Collaboration

West Creek focus on $3.8 million project

$385,000….$3.5 million….$600,000+



Ecological Restoration Project Sites



Ecological Restoration Goals

Ecological / Economic Development Collaboration

Fish Migration

Stream Bank & Channel 
Erosion

 Improved Stream Flows

 Improved Aquatic Habitat



Collaboration Based Design Process

 A Collaboration with Stakeholders

Natural Channel Design Approach

Problem Identification

Design Charrette



Problem Identification

Charrette-
Collaborative Brainstorming

Collaboration Based Design Process



Charrette

Noun - An 
intense 

brainstorming 
process that 

leads to a 
finished design.

Collaboration Based Design Process



Collaboration Based Design Process



 Land Use Collaboration

“Shopping Debris”

Highways and Byways and Dumps Oh My

Business Expansion

Restoration Project Constraints
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Restoration Project Constraints



Ecological Restoration Partnerships

 It’s All About Collaboration

Property Owners

Parma-Brooklyn Heights-Independence

Regulatory & Metroparks

WCPC



Ecological Restoration Partnerships

 Property Owners

Sponsorship Agreements

Environmental Covenants

Restoration Designs



Ecological Restoration Partnerships

Parma-Brooklyn Heights-Independence

Respect future development potential

Infrastructure protection

Assist w/property owners



Ecological Restoration Partnerships

Regulatory & Metroparks

Funding (Ohio EPA)

Assistance w/ biological improvements

Future Reservation expansion



Ecological Restoration Partnerships

West Creek Preservation Committee

Understand each other’s roles 

We’re just guests in their watershed



West Creek Confluence Site

Vacant 
warehouse

10 acres of 
CuyRiv 
floodplain

3-years of 
WCPC 
negotiations

Collaboration Continues Downstream



West Creek Confluence Site

http://www.cuyahogacounty.us/
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It’s all about the River…
-D. Rosgen
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