D. The Clean Water Infrastructure Problem


The Clean Water Infrastructure Problem
America’s waterways are at risk. With many communities using sewer pipes that are up to 100 years old, much of our nation’s clean water infrastructure needs repair or replacement. The photographs below illustrate a common sight in many communities: crumbling manholes, cracked pipes, aging brick sewers, and buried pipes that have deteriorated over time.
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Many sewers and water treatment systems have reached the end of their useful lives and must be replaced or rehabilitated. The American Society of Civil Engineers gives our country’s water infrastructure a D- for its poor condition. According to EPA, if the problem is left unaddressed, as early as 2016 we could see a return to pre-1972 Clean Water Act levels of impairment — a loss of 35 years of water quality progress.  
Here in our own community we have: [INSERT local facts here]
-____ miles of sewer needing replacement or rehabilitation

-____ manholes and lift stations needing repair

-____ projects needed to improve or expand our treatment plant 
The Impact on Our Waterways

Our aging infrastructure has a real impact on America’s waterways. More than 40 percent of America’s waters are not fishable and swimmable, according to U.S. EPA. Billions of gallons of untreated sewage flow into U.S. surface waters each year from older sewer systems that are plagued by chronic overflows during major rainstorms and heavy snowmelt.
Combined sewer systems, which were designed many years ago to carry sewage and stormwater in the same pipe, send 850 billion gallons per year of untreated sewage and stormwater into our waterways. Meanwhile, overflows from separated sanitary sewers send 3-10 billion gallons of raw sewage into U.S. waterways each year. Cracked and aging pipes allow clean water to infiltrate sanitary sewers, taking up space needed to carry sewage to treatment plants and causing sewer overflows and backups into people’s homes and businesses.
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Clean water infiltrating through cracks in a sewer manhole





Combined sewer overflow





Sanitary sewer overflow
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