B. Summary Fact Sheet


The Need for a Clean Water Trust Fund

The Problem
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Our nation’s waterways are at risk. Much of our clean water infrastructure is in need of repair and replacement. The American Society of Civil Engineers has graded the nation’s aging water infrastructure with a D-. Billions of gallons of untreated sewage flow into U.S. surface waters each year from older sewer systems plagued by chronic overflows during major rain storms and heavy snowmelt. 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. General Accounting Office and the Water Infrastructure Network report a $300-$500 billion gap between what is being spent and what needs to be spent on our aging sewers and treatment plants. If unaddressed, as early as 2016 we could see a return to pre-Clean Water Act levels of impairment.
How Did We Get Here?
The 1972 Clean Water Act provided $61.1 billion in federal grants to create the most advanced public wastewater treatment systems in the world. In 1987, the grants program was replaced by Clean Water State Revolving Fund (SRF), today’s primary source of federal support. Since 1988, SRF has provided $47 billion in low-interest loans for community infrastructure needs. Despite its success and growing infrastructure needs, the loan fund is under attack, falling from $1.35 billion in 2004 to $900 million in FY 2006 – a 33 percent decrease in funding. Another $200 million in cuts have been proposed for FY 2007.

In 1978, federal funds provided a 78 percent share for municipal sewers and treatment plants. Today, the federal share is less than 5 percent. 
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Why a Federal Trust Fund for Clean Water?

Our infrastructure needs are large and unprecedented and place our waterways at risk. Local ratepayers need to contribute their fair share, but the federal government also must do its part. Furthermore, federal funding for clean water must be protected from budget cuts by placing revenues in a dedicated trust fund. 

[image: image3.emf]Who do you believe should be responsible for 

funding the necessary improvements to the 

nation's water and wastewater infrastructure?

Local 

Ratepayers, 

21%

Federal 

Government, 

54%

Both, 20%


According to a recent poll of 900 Americans nationwide, an overwhelming majority — 91% — agreed that ‘‘if, as a country, we are willing to invest over $30 billion a year on highways and more than $8 billion a year on our airways, we certainly should be willing to make the necessary investments in our nation’s rivers, lakes and oceans.” Respondents also believed the federal government has a responsibility to contribute toward the costs, as shown in the results at right.

The poll by the Luntz Research Companies and Penn, Schoen & Berland Associates had a margin of error of +/- 3%. 
The Solution

The Clean Water Trust Act, introduced in December 2005 by Rep. John J. Duncan Jr., Chairman of the House Water Resources and Environment Subcommittee, would ensure continued progress under the Clean Water Act by:

· Creating a dedicated Clean Water Trust Fund that can be used only for clean water priorities

· Funding the trust fund through a separate revenue source that is fire-walled from use in the President’s and Congressional budgets
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From 2006-2010, the Trust Fund will provide approximately $7.5 billion each year in loans and grants to cities, counties, towns and townships to address the backlog of critical clean water projects, meet unfunded mandates, and improve utility management based on state-determined priorities.  

The Clean Water Trust Act of 2005 also will enhance fisheries, encourage research, spur new technologies, and protect critical regional waters such as the Great Lakes, Chesapeake Bay and Gulf of Mexico. 
How You Can Help

To learn more about the problem or the Clean Water Trust Act, visit www.cleanwateramerica.org. You also can sign on as a supporter of dedicated federal funding for clean water. Join the more than 140 organizations and 60,000 individuals who have already signed the Clean Water America pledge. 
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