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Matt Wiederhold- Detroit Shoreway Community Development Organization
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Project Goals

• Provide a national model for ecological greenspace design.

• Incorporate community design session comments.

• Improve quality and diversity of community active recreational needs 
and integrate with ecological design.

• Create low-impact stormwater management practices by filtering and 
detaining on-site runoff.

• Establish areas of natural habitats with diverse vegetative communities

• Demonstrate principles of permaculture, sustainability, and natural 
habitat restoration.

• Improve connections for the neighborhood residents and businesses 
including EcoVillage, RTA Station, Barbara Booker Elementary School, 
and the new Urban Community School
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Neighborhood 
Context





District Sewer Plan

Storm sewers in the Lorain/West 65th Street neighborhood are combined with sanitary waste. The sewers in the 

streets, including the 48” and 60” sewer to the south boundary of the Zone Rec Center site all lead to the historic 

Walworth Run drainage. These sewers lead to Westerly Treatment Plant east of Edgewater Park on Lake Erie. 

High volume storm events force the combined sewer to overflow into the Cuyahoga River.









Program Elements



Active Play

Rollerblading & Biking

Jogging & Fitness, Fitness Stations

Group Sports: 

Baseball, Softball, Soccer, Basketball, Tennis

Children’s Play Areas: 

Climbing Wall, Platform Structures,                     

Swingsets, Totlot, Castle w/ Moat

Water Elements: Spray Park, Waterslide, Wading Pool

Skate Park



Adults / Seniors

Adult Swings, Seating

Gathering Space

Parent Gathering Space near Playgrounds

Environmental Opportunities

Nature Education Center- Strawbale

Creative Stormwater Retention techniques

Created Wetland / Ponds

Educational / Ongoing Projects / Discovery Areas

Interpretive Signage

Daylight Stream / Water Spiral

Wind Energy Demonstration

Increase Wildlife

Reduce Parking



Gardening

Green Roof Greenhouse

Irrigation System (minimal)

Community Garden Plots

Edible Gardening / Butterfly Garden

Landscape Opportunities 

Earthmounding

Public Art

Natural Sound Barrier along Highway

Low Retaining Walls

Lighting

Pedestrian Scale along Pathways

Increased Parking Lot Lighting

Solar



Pathways & Connections

Loop Paths

Connections to RTA, Neighborhood- north 

and south, Parking Lots, On-site Features

Safe Crossing @ Lorain

Resting / Gathering Spaces along Path

Promenade along Eastern edge

Streetcalming along W.  65th & Lorain

Services

Concessions Stand

Restroom

Drinking Fountains

Improved Security 

Improve Rec. Center Appearance

Improved Maintenance



Site Furnishings

Benches

Bike racks

Picnic Tables

Bleachers at Fields

Grills

Ornamental Water Fountain

Park Sign

Trash Receptacles

Pavilions / Improve Gazebo 

Wayfinding

Vegetation

New Plantings to screen Highway

Plantings to beautify site

Plantings for shade

Native Plants

More Plants & Flowers



Historical Inventory
•   Sanborn Map 1896

•   Sanborn Map 1951

•   ODOT I-90 Drainage Plan 1974

•    I-90 Construction 1984



Sanborn Map 1896

The historic Sanborn Fire Insurance Company map details structures and some landscape features. Even at this point in 

time the density of the neighborhood was starting to grow. Streets with such names as; Schott, Grape, Alum, Purdy and 

Guernsey run through the site. An un-named extension of the Walworth Run stream corridor can be seen in  the 

southwestern portion of the site. The neighborhood has carpenters, blacksmiths and other small shops intermixed with 

the housing.



Sanborn Map 1951

The housing density of the neighborhood increased dramatically by the 1950’s. The stream corridor was filled in with 

new housing constructed above. Any legacy of the stream are gone. Auto dealerships are located along the Lorain 

frontage. The streets lost their colorful historic names and became numbered.



ODOT I-90 Drainage Plan 1974

This plan shows the overlay of what will be the I-90 corridor over the final buildout for the neighborhood. The way in 

which the corridor would divide the neighborhood into two portions, north and south, can be clearly seen on this plan. 

The plan details the installation of the large sewer line running between the highway and the site as well as connections 

between the sewer lines running between Lorain Avenue and the site.



I-90 Construction 1984

With the development of the I-90 corridor through the neighborhood, all remnants of the earlier history of the 

neighborhood that would eventually become the Michael Zone Recreation Center and greenspace were obliterated. The 

site was used as a concrete batch plant during the construction of the highway. All evidence of the streets and housing 

were either removed or buried on the site. The impacts of this use on the site are still felt today with compacted, alkaline 

soils that makes the growth of many types of trees difficult.



Opportunities and Constraints

•   Constraints

•   Energy Conservation and Interconnectedness

•   Opportunities



Constraints



Energy Conservation and Interconnectedness



Opportunities



Preliminary Master Plan 
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On-Site Stormwater 
Management Plan



Site Sewer Plan

The storm sewer runoff from the Zone Rec Center site is currently captured in three ways; roof drains, parking area drains, 

and lawn area drains. The roof drains combine with a sanitary sewer at the Lorain Avenue frontage and are tied into the 

combined sewer in the street. The parking area drains toward West 65th and is connected to the street sewer. The drain 

basins in the lawn areas are tied into the southern sewer along I-90. It will be possible to daylight these storm water 

collectors and create a surface drainage system leading to raingardens, bioswales, and bioretention basins that promote 

infiltration into the subsoil of the site. This will reduce the overall drainage discharge of the site significantly.





Permeable Pavers

Bioretention Areas
Demonstration Rain Gardens



Scrub-Shrub Wet Meadow

Wet Meadow

Lowland Woods w/ Vernal Pool



Public Art Concepts
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