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into their sewer systems.  Release of copper ions or particles from laundering of copper-containing fabrics 
could increase copper concentrations in both the influent to, and effluent from, clean water agencies.  This, in 
turn, could lead to permit violations for these agencies, and above all, water quality impairments that could be 
avoided if EPA takes appropriate action.  
  
Again, NACWA recommends that EPA review these products and consider registering them as pesticides.  We 
also ask that EPA collect data on the amount of copper ions released from these fabrics under ordinary washing 
conditions.  This data could then be used to determine if any further restrictions are necessary to ensure that 
water quality standards are not exceeded.   
 
Thank you for your consideration of this matter.  If you have any questions or need more information, please 
contact Cynthia Finley, NACWA Director of Regulatory Affairs, at 202/296-9836 or cfinley@nacwa.org.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 

Ken Kirk 
Executive Director 
 
Cc:  Jim Hanlon, Director, EPA Office of Wastewater Management 
 
 
 
  


